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Carl Lisman
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Dear Mr. Lisman:

Enclosed is documentation to support our request for a revision of the
Uniform Anatomical Gift Act. We hope that the following provisions can
be addressed:

• that the acquisition and harvesting of cadavers and human cadaveric
tissues be done only by nonprofit entities;

• that a state license and regulate such entities, to include setting
standards for what is a "reasonable cost" for the work of harvesting
various body parts (reasonable cost is to include any repair to the body
that is required for an open-casket funeral when only limited tissue is
harvested) and that those costs be made available as public
information;

• that anyone acquiring cadaver tissue for research or medical
technology do so only through a duly licensed facility (it should be a
crime to purchase elsewhere);

• that harvesting facilities be required to work with a regional or
national system for monitoring and establishing priority of use to meet
the critical needs for the living before tissue is allocated for other uses;

• that harvesting facilities be required to meet the FDA requirements for
testing tissue to assure that the tissue is not infectious and that the
facilities themselves meet certain standards;

• that standards be set by the state for the disposition of body parts
after study, research, or testing;

• that donors be given informed consent.

Many of us are troubled by the increasing number of for-profit (as well
as the highly-paid “nonprofit”) companies in the body parts business. 
The current Uniform Anatomical Gift Act did not anticipate the growth
in medical technology that would create a demand for more body
donation.
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Only if a company harvesting body parts is required to be nonprofit will
the finances be available for public inspection, per IRS requirements.
Furthermore, by setting standards for what is a "reasonable cost" for
the harvesting procedure there will be some cap on medical inflation at
the initial stage of any such commerce. It will be important to establish
what transactions are deemed criminal in an effort to thwart the black
market retrieval of cadaver parts.

Informed consent must include a signed acknowledgment that the
entire body may be dismembered when that is the case; that tissue may
be shipped out of the state and out of the country; that some portions
may be fabricated into transplantable tissue for reconstructive surgery
on the living; that other portions, after medical study, will be cremated
as medical waste and disposed of according to state law, or will be
returned to the family, when that is the case.

Clearly, we will need to work with the FDA on setting up a system for
monitoring priority needs for the living and for testing tissue for
infectious or communicable diseases. By eliminating the for-profit
motive at the primary level, such standards should be easier to enforce
and meet.

Only Florida and New York states attempt to regulate tissue donation.
The enclosed statutes may give you a beginning framework to consider.
But even those laws don't go far enough, with New York licensing
for-profit entities. Improved regulation of the harvesting of cadaver
tissue should elevate consumer confidence and participation, as well as
making the medical uses safer and more timely.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Lisa Carlson
Executive Director
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